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Dear Readers of CPS,  

 

After several decades at the University of Washington under the guidance of James Caporaso, in 

September 2013 Comparative Political Studies’ editorial offices will move to the University of 

Minnesota, and the journal will have a new editorial team. We would like to thank Jim for his 

many years of leadership and service. His judgment and professionalism have made the journal 

what it is today - one of the top-ranked journals in the discipline, not just the subfield. We have 

big shoes to fill!  

 

Building on Jim’s hard work and keen eye, we seek to maintain CPS’ stature as one of the top 

outlets for high-quality research in comparative politics. CPS has a long history of publishing 

rigorously researched papers that generate intellectual “buzz” - discussion, controversy and 

debate. We want prospective authors to continue to think of CPS when preparing to submit their 

best new research, and we want members of the scholarly community to know that articles 

published in CPS are likely to shape their own work. 

 

We will maintain Jim’s editorial policy of seeking out and publishing articles that present 

theoretically innovative arguments based on sound and original empirical research, whether 

quantitative or qualitative. We will also continue to encourage submissions about comparative 

methodology, particularly when methodological arguments are closely linked with substantive 

issues in the field. In short, CPS will remain receptive to the best research in comparative 

politics, regardless of methodological or theoretical bent - and we will not place any restrictions 

on the type of research we review and publish. 

 

Many comparativists are aware that CPS currently has a large backlog of accepted but 

unpublished articles, and we would like to take this opportunity to tell you how we plan to 

address this issue. CPS currently publishes about 55 research articles per year. In 1994 the 

journal received 80 submissions, and published 17 articles. The number of submissions and 

published articles both doubled by 2004, but the number of submissions has tripled since then, 

reaching 558 in 2012, even though the number of articles published per year has increased by 

only about 25% over the same time-period.  

 

The dramatic and persistent increase in the number of submissions indicates the journal’s 

increasingly prominent global reputation. Assuming for the moment that the proportion of 

“potentially publishable” submissions has stayed constant over time (as a percentage of all 

submissions), an increase in the raw number of submissions means that the editor must reduce 

the acceptance rate dramatically. This has occurred, and CPS currently has an acceptance rate 

under 10%. However, even with selectivity increasing, the number of accepted articles has still 

slowly crept up – and this is what has led to the gradual growth of the journal’s backlog, and the 

lengthening delay from acceptance to publication.  

 



The journal currently has approximately two years’ worth of articles awaiting publication. A 

journal normally has a queue of about a year, meaning authors should expect an article to come 

out a year after acceptance. To return CPS to a queue of about one year, we will implement 

several changes. First, SAGE has agreed to increase the journal’s yearly page count. Starting in 

January 2014, CPS will publish 14 issues a year, up from the current 12. Initially we will use 

these extra issues to publish accepted articles in the queue. In the future, we plan to use these 

extra issues as special issues. However, because of the backlog, at present we will not be 

publishing and will not be entertaining proposals for special issues. 

 

In the interest of reducing the backlog we have also decided to eliminate book reviews. This will 

allow publication of an extra six articles per year, approximately. At some point in the future we 

will begin soliciting book review essays on particular themes. 

 

Reducing the backlog also implies maintaining CPS’ low acceptance rate. In the interests of 

transparency, we feel it necessary to peel back the curtain a bit on the editorial process. 

Confronted with an ever-increasing number of submissions, Jim Caporaso has in recent years 

emulated many other editors and increased the rate of desk rejections rather than impose 

additional demands on the already overburdened pool of peer reviewers - to the point where 

today, almost half of all submissions to CPS are not sent out for external review. Obviously this 

disappoints many authors. However, we plan to continue this practice. It is our hope that with 

more judicious requests for external review, we can continue to improve manuscripts’ 

turnaround time. This should also help reduce the journal’s backlog. We will endeavor to make 

the internal review process as rapid and efficient as possible so as not to waste authors’ time. 

 

Adding two issues a year and eliminating book reviews will allow us to reduce the backlog by 

only about 20 articles per year. We hope that with some additional creativity we will be able to 

squeeze in a few more articles per year. However, reducing the backlog remains a pressing 

challenge. A two-year backlog is not in anyone’s interest, and we regard it as imperative to cut it 

down as quickly as possible, so that authors are not discouraged from submitting to CPS. 

 

After September 1 2013, all new submissions will be taken through Scholar One’s Manuscript 

Central website for CPS, at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/comppolstud, and all editorial 

communications should be directed to us at cps@umn.edu. Jim Caporaso will continue to work 

with authors whose articles are currently at any stage of the review process as of that date. In the 

future, all accepted articles will be given a DOI number and be made available on SAGE’s 

“Online First” system before being assigned to an actual issue.  

 

A few other changes merit note: CPS will now accept submissions in Word or LaTeX (as .pdfs). 

We will also institute a replication policy for all submissions. As with AJPS for example (see 

http://www.ajps.org/manu_guides.html), we will require that accepted manuscripts provide and 

explicitly state where the data and code used in the study can be obtained. (We will soon 

implement a procedure for uploading data and code files.) For qualitative data, we are preparing 

guidelines that will follow the advice emerging from an APSA working group. 

 

Finally, we would like to announce the creation of two new awards: the James Caporaso Best 

Paper award, and the Editorial Board Best Paper Award. The prizes will be awarded at APSA to 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/comppolstud
mailto:cps@umn.edu
http://www.ajps.org/manu_guides.html


two distinct papers published in CPS in the prior calendar year. We - and future editors - will 

choose the former, and members of the journal’s Editorial Board will choose the latter. SAGE is 

generously funding both prizes – the former carries an award of $500, and the latter $300.  

 

We look forward to working with you as authors and/or reviewers.  

 

Ben Ansell, University of Oxford  

David Samuels, University of Minnesota 


